
HISTORY OF HENNEPIN COUNTY AND MINNEAPOLIS  By Edward Neill & J. Fletcher 

1881  

 

Page 331 under Plymouth Twp. History 

  

    "The first marriage was Jean Bourgeois to Miss Rose Rouilliar." 

  

Page 238 under Minnetonka Twp.-First Settlement dated 1852 

  

    "....Later in the year, came James Mountain, Mrs. Mary Gordon and five sons, John 

McGalpin, George Andrews and John Bourgeois.  Mrs. Gordon settled on what is now the 

county poor farm. James Mountain, after remaining a short time, sold his claim and 

left.  George Andrews sold his claim early the following spring to Mr. J. P. Miller. 

  

    Mr. Bourgeois and Mr. McGalpin built a shanty on the east shore of Wayzata bay, on a 

spot now known as "Bourgeois' Mound."  There they remained until the spring of 1853, 

when they moved into what afterwards became the Village of Minnetonka. 

  

    Here Mr. Bourgeois built the first blacksmith shop west of St. Anthony.  That same spring 

Simon Stevens, Calvin Tuttle, Horace Webster and others began the erection of a saw mill, 

which they completed and had in operation that fall, on the site now occupied by the 

Minnetonka Mills." 

  

  

  

HISTORY OF MINNEAPOLIS AND HENNEPIN COUNTY By Judge Isaac Atwater & 

Col. John Stevens  Vol II (Available at Edina Library 977.657A in SDIS Storage) 

Page 1405 under the chapter in Township History WAYZATA. 

  

    "The earliest settlements made on and about the north shore of Lake Minnetonka, were 

as follows: O. E. Garrison and A. B.Robinson settled, on the present site of Wayzata in the 

winter of 1852-53.  Soon afterwards, John Bourgeois settled on the east shore of Wayzata 

bay, on a spot known as "Bourgeois (or Bushawa") Mound." 

He remained there only during the winter." 

 

 

 

MEMOIRS OF BAYARD SHAVER (one of the twin boys born to James and Sarah 

Shaver in 1853 and the first white babies in the area)  Page 2- "The Roads" 

  

    "During the winter of 1857 and 1858 (All other books say 1852), a Frenchman, Joseph 

Bourgeois (pronounced Buzhway and in English corrupted to Bushaway) desiring to learn to 

speak English arranged with a trapper who wished to learn French that they should spend 

the winter together. 

  

    They built a one room log cabin on the east slope of the high wooded hill where the road 

passes around it about halfway between Holdridge and the south shore of the Lake and 

carried out their arrangement.  Hence, the name among the early settlers of Bushaway Hill 

or Bushaway Mound or simply Bushaway.  Mr. Bourgeois afterward settled on a farm near 

Dayton and many of his descendants may be found in that locality."  (The road he is writing 

about is the road from Shakopee to Dayton, Now Henn. County 101, that is now called 

Bushaway here in Wayzata.) 

  



ONCE UPON A LAKE By Thelma Fought Jones 1969 Edition 

 
Page 302. 

  

    "The lake shore now turned east; this curve narrowing to a slender peninsula was 

officially Carpenter's Point, after its longtime owner, H. M. Carpenter, but no-one called it 

that.  A Frenchman, John Bourgeois, had tarried there and ever after this had been 

Bushaway, the no-nonsense Anglo-Saxon pronunciation of his name." 

 

 

 

HAPPENINGS AROUND WAYZATA, THE FIRST 100 YEARS: by Ellen Wilson Meyer 

1980 

 

(she makes mention of John as follows) 

 

    "Other pioneers, restless or dissatisfied with their first choice, were glad to be free to 

make a second choice without legal complications.  John Bourgeois, for example, had spent 

the previous winter on the east shore of Wayzata Bay, at "Bourgeois Mound" later 

Bushaway.  In the spring of this year, he moved to Minnetonka Mills where he set up a 

blacksmith shop. (from Edward Neill's HISTORY OF HENNEPIN COUNTY AND MINNEAPOLIS, 

Northstar Publishing in 1881) 

 

 

  

"In 1956, Councilman Ned Dodge asked Wayzata City Council to officially change 

the name of the section of Hennepin County 101 which ran from Grey's Bay bridge 

to Wayzata Boulevard to "Bushaway" because it sounded more neighbourly." 

  

All addresses were changed to read Bushaway rather than County Road 101. 

This area was annexed to Wayzata in 1956 from Minnetonka Twp.   

Minnetonka Mills never became a town.  

First mill burned down in 1854 and rebuilt with a furniture store and closed completely by 

1860.                                                                        

  

  

Note from I. W. Stemmer:  I usually look for at least 3 places to confirm my story and some 

of it comes in bits and pieces.  I am sure John B. was here in 1852, I believe Bayard Shaver 

simply forgot the date as he was quite old when he was doing this. 


